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What is a cave?

A cave is a natural passage accessible for humans with a 
minimum length of 10 metres.
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Historical background
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1689

Janez Vajkard Valvasor
plan of Podpeška jama
theory on Cerkniško jezero
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Historical background
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Extensive investigations in Austria-Hungary, especially
for flood prevention

19th century

1889

founding of the first Slovenian cave club “Anthron”

1925

first records of the Slovenian Cave registry

1962

founding of the Speleological Association of Slovenia
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Speleology in Slovenia
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Speological Association of Slovenia

50 member clubs
1000 cavers members of clubs
commeetees:

cave registry
cave rescue
cave protection
education
technique
editorial

Jamarska zveza Slovenije (JZS)
http://www.jamarska-zveza.si
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Speleology abroad
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Founded in 1965 in Postojna
Official seat in Postojna since 2002
Over 60 member countries
national institutions vary

International union of speleology

UIS Code of Ethics for Cave Exploration and Science in 
Foreign Countries 

Union Internationale de Spéléologie (UIS)
http://www.uis-speleo.org/
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Case of good practice: Cave
documentation
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A standardized system of documentation of all known
caves in Slovenia

Cave registry
Kataster jam

cavers Cave registry

http://www.jamarska-zveza.si/cave_registry/index.html

cavers

others

government

science

Jointly managed by:
- Speleological Association of Slovenia
- Karst Research Institute of Slovenian Academy
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How does Cave registry operate?

Environmental Agency of Slovenia
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terrain
sketch

standardized
record

ordered collection
of records

refereed
database

terrain work
writing of the record

standardizing
correspondence
education

refereeing
unique reg. no.

club club club club

Speleological Association of Slovenia

Karst Research Institute of SASA
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A typical record
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Textual description
of the cave

Cave survey in 
plan and elevation
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Historical growth
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Latest registry no. (Nov. 2008): 9343
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Distribution of caves in Slovenia
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no. of caves per km2
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Some extremes
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Postojnska jama
Kačna jama
Predjama
Črnelsko brezno
Sistem Migovec

Longest caves in Slovenia

20,570
13,250
13,092
11,459
11,300

Čehi 2
Mala Boka – BC4
Črnelsko brezno
Vandima
Molička planina

1502
1319
1241
1182
1135

Deepest caves in Slovenia

Largest vertical in a pit: Vrtiglavica (643 m)
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Application of Cave registry
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ongoing research of existing and new caves
scientific work in caves (geology, biology, archaeology)
cave protection activities
government action in cave management

Reference for:

unique national cave reg. no.
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Case of good practice: cave rescue
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-organiziranost Jamarske reševalne službe
-tehnike in posebnosti reševanja iz jam
-specialistična reševanja
-potek intervencije ob nesreči
-analiza in statistika preteklih nesreč
-preprečevanje nesreč v jamah

5-7 slidov
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Case of good practice: cave protection
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5-7 slidov

-primeri onesnaženja slovenskih jam
-statistične ocene števila onesnaženih jam
-problematika čistilnih naprav na krasu
-akcija Helios
-akcija ZRSVN
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Issues in cave management
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3-4 slidi

-problem javnosti podatkov o jamah
-problem rastočega obiska jam
-kratek sklep


