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	To: EIONET PCPs and NRCs for Air Quality
and  Data suppliers for Exchange of Information (EoI)

cc EIONET National Focal Points
cc National representatives in CAFÉ steering group,

cc Data Exchange group,
cc Andrej Kobe, Beata Somogyi (DG Environment), 
cc J. Fiala, P.Gabrielsen (EEA), 
cc K.Torseth, A-G.Hjelbrekke (EMEP CCC),
cc L.Cernikovsky, F.de Leeuw, W.Mol, P.de Smet, P.van Hooydonk, R.Swart, K.Wieringa  (ETC/ACC)
	1 June 2006


EIONET Priority Data Flows 2006: Exchange of Information
Dear Colleagues,
I would like to draw your attention to the annual reporting requirements under the Council Decision 97/101/EC on reciprocal exchange of information (EoI) and data from networks and individual stations measuring ambient air pollution, and under its amended Annexes (Decision 2001/752/EC). The text of the Decision, the updated Annexes and a Guidance report are available from http://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/ambient.htm 

As air pollution is a pan-European problem, EEA seeks to enhance the relevance of the assessments by extending their geographical coverage and therefore invites all its member and cooperating countries to provide data following the reporting requirements set by the EoI Decision.

2006 Data collection
The deadline for delivering EoI data is 1 October 2006.

Earlier deliveries are of course very welcome. Notes on the technical details for preparing and delivering the national submission are given in the annexes to this letter. I would ask you to .pay particular attention to the quality aspects in Annex I. 
How the EoI data is used

The data collected through the Exchange of Information procedures represents one of the basic information sources for European air quality assessments supporting policy to improve air quality.

The data itself is made available as soon as possible in the European air quality database: Airbase, at http://airbase.eionet.europa.eu 


Please contact me if you have any further questions. I would like to thank you very much for your active co-operation in the field of air quality data exchange in past years and I am looking forward to your response to this year's request. 


Sheila Cryan
Project Officer, Eionet data flow
European Environment Agency 
Phone (direct):  0045 3336 7216  
E-mail Sheila.Cryan@eea.europa.eu


Annex I General technical information

Data validation and quality assurance
All transmitted data are deemed to be quality assured and valid. It is the responsibility of the Member States to ensure that quality assurance procedures are in place, which meet the objectives of EoI Decision and in particular the data quality objectives of the relevant Air Quality Directives.

One of the basic criteria on quality of transmitted data sets is completeness of delivered information. Completeness also means that all relevant stations as specified in Article 3 of EoI Decision are involved in the reciprocal exchange, namely those stations used in the framework of air quality assessment in accordance with the Directive 96/62/EC, respective Daughter Directives and as reported by the corresponding questionnaire specified by the Commission Decision of 29 April 2004 (2004/461/EC). Especially in a number of new Member States and Candidate Countries, monitoring networks reported so far under EoI, do not meet the requirements of Air Quality directives as regards component, spatial and population density coverage. 

Member States using monitoring techniques other than the reference method (CEN Standard Methods) should demonstrate the equivalence of their monitoring method with the reference. This is especially the case of the aerosol particles PM10 or PM2.5 monitoring by automated methods. If a correction equation has been applied, the Member State is requested to report the corresponding correction equation. A document describing the principles and methodologies for the demonstration of the equivalence of alternative methods to the CEN Standard Methods, presented at the CAFE Steering Group Meeting on 17/18 May 2004 in Brussels, is available at:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/cafe/pdf/equivalence_report_final.pdf
To improve the applicability of Exchange of Information (EoI) data in air quality assessment, we request you to consider also the following points:

· NO concentrations: for various purposes data on NOx (sum of NO2 and NO) is needed. A survey of Airbase showed that not for all NO2 stations, NO (or NOx) is reported. This is surprising as most automated monitors measure both pollutants simultaneously. You are requested to submit for the stations measuring NO2 also the NO concentrations (or the NOx concentrations). 

· Information on heavy metals: the 4th Daughter Directive has entered into force (http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32004L0107:EN:HTML).

For assessment of the current and future situation with respect to the 4th DD pollutants (Arsenic, Cadmium, Mercury, Nickel and Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons in ambient air), we request you to submit available and historic data on these pollutants.

· PM10 correction factors. In the last two year, the ETC/ACC has performed an inquiry on correction factors of PM10 measurements of the EoI2003 (2002-data) and of the EoI2004 (2003-data) data exchange cycles. Countries will be contacted in a separate mailing to update the resulting list. 

· NUTS/LAU-codes. Geographical aspects of air quality data are becoming more and more important. ETC/ACC will generate a list of Airbase stations coupled with the country administrative units (NUTS/LAU-codes) as recorded in the EuroBoundaryMap database (http://www.eurogeographics.org/eng/04_sabe.asp). Countries will be contacted to check this list.

· Data suppliers may be contacted with additional, country-specific questions.

Help

If you require any technical assistance regarding specific details of the data request, do not hesitate to contact the European Topic Centre Air and Climate Change (ETC/ACC):  

Libor Cernikovsky, cernikov@chmi.cz
Phone: +420-569-900 218

Preparation for delivery
Technical details of how to prepare the national submission using the latest version of the Data Exchange Module software (DEM version 9) are provided in Annex II to this letter.  The software and accompanying documentation can be downloaded from the ETC/ACC web pages: http://air-climate.eionet.europa.eu/country_tools/aq/aq-dem/index_html 

Data delivery 
Countries are encouraged to make the EIONET Central Data Repository (CDR) (http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu) the delivery point for their data as explained by DG Environment at the CAFE Steering Group Meeting on 17/18 May 2004 in Brussels (http://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/cafe/pdf/cba_meetings/04051718_item5_dataflows.pdf). Nevertheless this does not prevent the Commission from accepting alternative ways. 

The ’submit’ button in the DEM (version 9), will automatically process the delivery to CDR. For automated data transfer by upload to CDR, please make sure that:

· your PC has an active connection to the Internet.

· your computer is allowed to connect to CDR with a webbrowser 
· the DEM is configured to use an internal proxy the same way your webbrowser is set up

· you have your Eionet username and password ready

Manual uploads to CDR by the EoI data supplier are also possible. In the case of any problems with the automated process, you are strongly requested to upload the DEM manually to CDR. The CDR web site (http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu) provides a button Help on the left navigation margin of the screen.

An EIONET user account and permission to perform uploads to the national area in the CDR is needed for both the automatic and the manual delivery procedures. Countries were asked in 2004 to confirm nominations for the people who perform this task. New users should contact EIONET helpdesk (helpdesk@eionet.europa.eu) before starting the upload process.

Technical assistance in uploading the data to CDR is also available from EIONET Helpdesk (helpdesk@eionet.europa.eu) or Sheila Cryan (sheila.cryan@eea.europa.eu)

Notification

Representatives from EU Member States need to notify the Commission:

e-mail: AIRINFO@cec.europa.eu
by e-mail that their data has been delivered to CDR. The e-mail should mention the country name, the name and email address of the EoI data supplier. An e-mail with these details will be sent automatically to the Commission when you use the ‘submit’ button in the DEM (version 9).  Receipt of your notification to the Commission will be confirmed.
All EIONET users can receive information about deliveries in CDR through the Reportnet notification service (UNS). Further information about this service can be found at: 
http://www.eionet.europa.eu/EIONET_Services/unsintroduction
Feedback
All transmitted national data will be made available in the European air quality database Airbase. Airbase is accessible to the public at: http://airbase.eionet.europa.eu
Detailed information on the current status of information in Airbase is presented in the ETC/ACC Technical Paper 2006/1: ‘European exchange of air quality monitoring meta information in 2004’. This report will be available soon on the ETC/ACC Website: http://air-climate.eionet.europa.eu/reports/#tp
The QA/QC procedures for further improving the quality of the AQ data are recorded in the ETC/ACC Technical Paper 2005/3: ‘QA/QC checks on air quality data in AIRBASE and on the EoI2004 data - Procedures and results’ available on the ETC/ACC Website: http://air-climate.eionet.europa.eu/reports/ETCACC_TechnPaper_2005_3_QAQC_feedback_EoI2004
Annex II Technical information on DEMv9
DEM version 9

The new version of the Data Exchange Module software (DEM version 9) has now been released by ETC/ACC. The DEM9 and accompanying documentation (including the manual) can be downloaded from the ETC/ACC web pages: 

http://air-climate.eionet.europa.eu/country_tools/aq/aq-dem/index_html
If it is not possible to download the DEM, you can ask the ETC/ACC helpdesk contact person Libor Cernikovsky (cernikov@chmi.cz) for a CD ROM.

Please do not use any older versions of the DEM software application or database for incorporating the new data. ETC ACC cannot process older versions for technical reasons.

Just like the previous DEMs, the current DEM provides compatibility with the NASA Ames format used by EMEP. You can submit the EMEP data with the same DEM (see the DEM-manual for details).

What’s new in DEMv9?

The following features are new in DEMv9.
Possibility to

· delete a network

· perform the outlier checks also on data with other averaging times than hour and day

· import irregular raw data series

· import batch raw data for several years.
The DEMv9 has been tested very extensively on all functionalities which were implemented already in the versions 1 until 8 in order to get a stabilized version. However, if you detect an error, please contact Wim Mol (wim.mol@mnp.nl).

The ETC/ACC welcomes your suggestion to further improve the functionality of DEM. 

Patch of DEMv9

In August, ETC/ACC will release a patch of DEMv9 with two extra functionalities:

· Possibility to change the measurement method, but to keep the same time series. When you change the measurement method in the current version, default a new time series is started.

· Possibility to update the PM10 (or PM2.5) correction factors in the DEM.
The patch contains only a new DEM executable. The DEM database (dem.mdb) will not change, so you can use the same database as which you are working on.

Help
If you require any technical assistance regarding specific details of the data request do not hesitate to contact the European Topic Centre Air and Climate Change (ETC/ACC):

Libor  Černikovský

cernikov@chmi.cz .

Phone: +420 596 900 218 
Fax: +420 596 910 284
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