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Key policy question: Are we switching to renewable energy sources to meet
our electricity consumption?

Key message: The share of renewable energy in EU electricity consumption grew slightly over the
period 1990-2001 but decreased in 2002 due to lower production from hydropower. Significant
further growth will be needed to meet the EU indicative target of a 21 % share by 2010.

Fig. 1: Share of renewable electricity in gross electricity consumption in the EU25 (includes 2010
indicative targets)

Data source : Eurostat.
Note: The electricity directive (2001/77/EC) defines renewable electricity as the share of electricity produced from renewable energy sources in total
electricity consumption. The latter includes imports and exports of electricity. The electricity generated from pumping in hydropower plants is included
in total electricity consumption but it is not input as a renewable source of energy. Large hydropower plants have a capacity of more than 10 MW.
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Fig. 2: Share of renewable electricity in gross electricity consumption in the EU25 (includes 2010
indicative targets)

Data source : Eurostat.
Note: The electricity directive (2001/77/EC) defines renewable electricity as the share of electricity produced from renewable energy sources in total
electricity consumption. The latter includes imports and exports of electricity. The electricity generated from pumping in hydropower plants is included
in total electricity consumption but it is not input as a renewable source of energy. Almost all electricity generated in Iceland and Norway come from
renewable energy sources. The renewable electricity share in Norway is above 100% in some years because a part of the (renewable) electricity
generated domestically is exported to other countries. The share of renewable electricity in Germany in 1990 refers to West Germany only.


